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geneous rays; of wave-lengths represented by the num-
bers on the horizontal line, and of energies correspond-
ing for the particular wave-length to the 'perpendicular,
we obtain the following curve (at Allegheny, with win-
ter sun), which represents at least, with a rough approxi-

FIG. 81.

The full line is the curve of heat; the dotted line, curve of luminosity.

mation, as I think, the true distribution of solar energy,
as it reaches us after absorption by our own terrestrial
atmosphere. There are some important corrections to
be applied hereafter, such as those due to the selective
absorption of the reflecting metals employed, which, as
I have mentioned, though existing in less degree than
with the prism, does yet exist. These will in some
degree modify the form of the curve, which the reader
is again invited to remember is given here only as a first
approximation.

"We can already, though, see here that there is noth-
ing corresponding to the so-called " actinic " curve what-
ever. Precisely where this is represented at its maxi-